Christian Initiation of Children and Teens (CIC) - .

Immaculate Conception Church C{C_j
Welcome to Immaculate Conception’s Christian Initiation of Children process! @
<>

The team at this parish is here to guide, teach, and support you and your child(ren) as members of
your family prepare for the sacraments. It is essential to keep in mind that the Church has always
considered parents to be the primary educators in the work of forming their children’s faith. The
role of parents in their children’s spiritual formation is therefore of critical importance. The work
of this parish’s Christian initiation team is to assist you, not replace you.

Sacraments of initiation (Baptism, Holy Communion and Confirmation) for children and adults
entering the church are generally celebrated at the Easter Vigil. We recognize that ‘becoming
Catholic’ is not simply a matter of following a series of steps. Rather, during the CIC process, there
is a period of discernment, both on the part of the child and parents as well as on the part of the
ClC team’s pastor in terms of the child’s readiness to become a member of the Catholic Church.
However, we do set certain ‘markers’ along the way, and we will do our best to keep you informed
of these steps via parent meetings and/or email throughout the process.

The spiritual preparation that our parish asks of you involves, but is not limited to, the following

list, which we request that you consider and complete. Aside from the promises outlined on the

final page, we ask you to pledge to be faithful to each of the following...

e To teach your child what it means to live a virtuous life, what sin and temptation are, and how
to avoid sin

e To teach your child about the spiritual dangers and excesses of modern culture

e To seek out and introduce your child to age-appropriate resources that foster the life of faith

e To model the Christian life of seeking holiness, depending on grace, offering God genuine
repentance for sins, practicing active charity, avoiding actions that give scandal, and striving to
live justly before God and in society

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Fr. Maurice Okolie and Mr. David Ziebart

The future of the world and the church passes through the family.
~John Paul 11
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Parish Religious Education Program (PREP)
Immaculate Conception Church

Class Times for 2026-27
e (lasses run September 16 to May 19 (be sure to mark your calendars!)
e Wednesdays from 4:45 to 6:15 pm in ICC’s Parish Center,

Drop off and Pick Up procedures:
e Please use the MAIN Entrance closest to the church.
e When you arrive, parents will need to sign students in before class begins.
e At pick up, parents must come inside the Parish Center to pick up their teen.

What is PREP for?
The mission of our program is to assist parents as they raise their children in the Catholic faith.

What is Our Goal?
To help young people deepen their relationship with the Lord and learn more about the various
aspects of our Catholic faith.

What is Your Role?

As your son or daughter is beginning to explore the Catholic faith, helping him or her get to Sunday
Mass each week will help them in their discernment process as well as begin to participate in the life
of the Church. Our young people will come to realize that the faith we practice, especially at Mass, is
crucial for their faith formation and beyond.

How can you support the Team?
Our catechists are volunteers, freely offering their time and talents.
You can support our parish catechists by:
e participating in any parent meetings
e bringing your children every week and working with them at home to complete
assignments
e celebrating Sunday Mass and the sacraments as a family.

DATES TO REMEMBER - Mark your Calendar!!

> Sept 16 First Day of Classes at ICC Parish Hall

» Oct14 PREP Mass in the Church @ 5:00 pm. NO CLASSES this day
» Dec23 &30 Christmas Break (no classes)

» Janb6 First Day back after Christmas

> Feb10 Ash Wednesday evening Mass @ 5:00 PM — NO CLASS

» Mar17 Spring Break (no classes)

» May19 Last Day of PREP




Child / Teen Inquirer Information Form

Immaculate Conception Church

Child/Teen’s Name:

First: Middle: Last:
Preferred First Name:
Date of Birth: Age: Circleone: M/ F

Place of Birth:

(Include locality (town, city, county, etc.), Region (state, province, territory, etc.), and Country)

Grade Level: School:

Special concerns we should know about (Allergies / Medications / Physical / Emotional / Learning):

I. PARENT/GUARDIAN INFORMATION
List below the name(s) of parent(s)/guardian(s) and present religious affiliation, if any:

Father's Name: Religious Affiliation:

Mother's Name: Religious Affiliation:

Mother’s Maiden’s Name:

Parish Registered At:

Full Mailing Address:

Phone: (Daytime) (Evening/Weekend)

Cell: Email:

Alternate Emergency Contact Name: Phone:

Marital Status of Parents:
U Married in Catholic Church Q Married in a church of another faith background (specify:

Q Divorced O Common-law Q Single Q Civil Marriage

Child/teen lives with: QO Parents U Mother only U Father only U Other (please explain):

II. CHILD'S RELIGIOUS HISTORY
1. Has your child/teen ever been baptized? Q Yes Q No Q Not Sure

If you answered “Yes” to Question 1, please provide the following information:

(a) In what denomination was your child/teen baptized?

(b) Date or approximate age when your child/teen was baptized:




(c) Baptismal name (if different from current name):

(d) Place of Baptism (name of church/denomination):

(e) Address, if known:

(f) Location, if known:

(Include locality (town, city, county, etc.), region (state, province, territory, etc.), and country)

2. If your child/teen was baptized as a Catholic, check those sacraments he/she has received.

Q Penance (Confession) Q Eucharist (First Communion) Q Confirmation

3. If you answered “"No” or “Not Sure” to Question 1, please provide the following information:

If parent is single, has permission to baptize been granted by biological parents? Q Yes a No
If no, a letter of permission will need to be submitted.

If parents are divorced, do both parents have legal custody of your child? Q Yes Q No
Legal documentation verifying custody or guardianship must be provided.

If parents are living common law, do both parents have legal custody of your child? 1 Yes Q No
Legal documentation verifying custody or guardianship must be provided.

Is your child adopted? Q Yes Q No
If yes, legal documentation verifying custody or guardianship must be provided.

4. For a teen: Has he/she been married or is he/she currently married?

U Never been married Q Is currently married U Has been married

IV. GENERAL QUESTIONS
1. Please summarize the reason(s) your child desires to receive the sacraments.

2. Please describe the types of religious education in which your child has participated.

3. What contact has your child had with the Catholic Church to date?




V. PARENTS’ DECLARATION

As parents ...

a. we fully support the desire of our child to receive the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and/or
Eucharist

b. we promise to bring our child for instruction regularly and to any preparation sessions (e.g.,
retreat), as well as attend any required parent meetings

c. we also promise to bring our child for Sunday Mass during this year of preparation and to
continue after our child has received the sacrament(s)

d. we understand that during the CIC process, there is a period of discernment, both on the part of
the child and parents as well as on the part of the CIC team’s pastor in terms of the child’s
readiness to become a member of the Catholic Church

€. we give permission to have Immaculate Conception take photos of my child for the year end slide
show, the diocesan newspaper and/or parish news (names will NOT be used unless further
parental permission has been granted)

f. we understand that all CIC rites and sacraments will be celebrated at Immaculate Conception
Church

g. we give permission to forward our contact info for the Immaculate Conception Family Events mail
out list

h. we understand that in becoming Catholic, my child is bound by the Ten Commandments and the
precepts of the Catholic Church, including the obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy
Days of Obligation

Father’s Signature Mother's Signature Date

VI. PASTOR’S APPROVAL

After reviewing the information in this form and meeting with the child and his/her parents, I see no
impediments for this child to be received into the Catholic Church after a period of formation and
discernment (on the part of the candidate and CIC team). I believe the parents have expressed a
sincere desire to support their child during the formation process and after receiving the
sacrament(s) and that they fully understand the commitment they and their child are entering. 1
understand that all CIC rites and sacraments will be celebrated at Immaculate Conception Church.

Pastor's Name Pastor’s Signature Date




