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Bi shop Gr egor)
reflection

A tribute to | ove and prayer
Teacher, which commandment in the |l aw is the gre
with all/l your heart, and with al/l your soul , é
commandment. And a second is I|like it: You shall
ments hang all théMhawhaw@RP2hd86prophets.

April 2026

Dear Brothers and Sisters

Greetings and peace in

Il write this as a tribu
because i t& sgrdaucee taon dGonde r c
your | ove and prayers, pe
persistence, that | am st
alive because of the many
happened after the | ast s
finally returned to Kelow
doctor, he was shocked an

expected to see me again.

Let me take you back to
started in the fall of 20
AV fistul a ( s hiovretn ofuosr ni ifsot
on the dura, or the cover
i nvestigation in Vancouve
angiogram uncovered that
that required I mmedi ate a°

That | ed to an initial
2024, which ended up bein
i nterventional radi ol ogi c.
the doctors felt that the
fistulas, and | made a r a




Bi shop Gregoryds
spring reflection continued...

However, the fistulasaceturntd|ltaobdoserdtd yab
symptoms, which | ed t o da ofcewret tphswsri gearl Yy yi,n one
September of 2025. Unf ortthemrattelme,s,| Iddvdleomdd y
mul tiple compl i catmoonmtshcadmhr eh!| | gddeecai beurt,

plus stay in hospital amd mdhobeaiarveg reeaemr dedtth.it

of the complications includedcernetnla)J aév!/ Cﬁlpx/élf{(
failure, blood clots in the, lyngs qrbdgr_%(ﬁnt%mdeqs
urinary tract infectlorbananqgl{%anq( tyquJ %n%%dg
meningitis, and | al so IOeStuaalepalr e(&prrgyss fg/gl{jee
portion of my tong-heuhzz{dn perdaydet}rlf’g,%u e H2
surgery. In addition, VYQ}CQ)VGI’%/WC? egysqc,%Ncov
my throat had swollen, ahyd it V}éOL{mc?h %/tou eagpaqsns
to continue with any l{rhe & Ny trgeraetarp nt actommth,]tdn

The next four months-trha\thay’ arhedntyou cboenq thEiJ'nQO

fed meant I had to reIeanquNeihovyot%ee%tasaq%ewaalnlgm

agaltl n. miracl e.

At the end of September, &ahde

spoke before hallwucinat.g n .and ei ng semi
i Off de mi raclenl. §| g(ea g elJJr ao REW comman
consmonu\snwg. A one anotheryjqust as |
pray forolfad_mdraoleknowsvwbahtl dwalsovgeoléﬁﬁehmsnotelwerry
on, who visited me., orkannoywttphrhg[ thoaht a¥&s msyal
or anyone else until Soo'ﬂeet'a%eoﬂ'bﬁhml?ﬁﬁ)emb r
Wh.en | was transferr.&gdbgFléstsoyoKel8\r/]va thgnk
realized the full magnitude of what had happen
me . | send many thanks . d f ami
who visited me and ret ++ ) /D/ t |
experienced between Se " é er of
2025. _
Gregory J Bittman
I spent appploxs mmaretltyélo%nﬁeo Nel son
Kel owna Gener al Hospital fur?her recovering and
doing rehahb. I have been home for al most two
mont hs now. The recovery seems sl ow,; however
everyone says | am doing very well.
During this whole time, | had | ots of time t
think, and | especially felt very connected to
you through the continuous prayers, masses,

novenas and devotions that you offered for me.

have truly rec
astswbedautbadf



Thank you for Praying for our Priests

Canadian Martyrs Parishgsakpe@r Re®t Parish, s@rared Meraks Parish, Kimber|
St. Joseph Church, RadigmcHed $HR@r®9IParish, sSGreeamwhwochy Mission, Canal F
Mi ssi oMNuAkkiNadg i ve ReserveimBapddy of the Lake SMi.s Siosreph Mission, Jaffray

Windermere (Formerly Colcumbisajhake¢ake serveRefvromrGr amchoforPkag hi yi |l Geor
Shuswap Band/ Reserve (SkRegswaprNaRiuy®Rn Buel a

(Sedmeemc) (Kinbaégkethlheérpesq

Rev. Fr. Francis dela Cruz . . . .
Holy Family Parish, FerQhirei st the Servant Pari sh,

St . Bernard Mission, E |Gk faonrbdr o o k
St . Rita Parish, Castleddr Mi chael Parish, SpaStwod@taPgri sh, Cranbr ook
St. Anthony Mission, Newedenwegr Thomas KakkaniSgti.l 8aWsTt i ve Reserve/ Band
St. Mary Mission, Slocan City (?&am) St.GEMgesseon,
Rev. Fr. Aaron de Dios Cranbrook
Cat hedr al of Mary | mmaRelvat &r . NRlexowel mont e
Most Rev. Gregory Bittman, Bishop of
Nel son

Holy Cross Parish, Creston St eter Parish, Princet
Most Holy Redeemer M|SS|R0enV,' RFiond JO AUQUStIneourMSEatcqu ¢l forl_ourdes Pari s|
Lower Kootena Band&R r Ya Nu . i i
y g$eSa ( quart Mi ssi on, K%sloAnn Church/M!ISS{on, H
Creston Sacr_e He Mi ssi on P %sc?eve (Upper Siimilkame;
Rev. Fr. Lawrence Kani ckZaj san‘ﬂ/, CaMI ’ (serrwed)kw)
Rev Fr. Dominique Trinh |
Sacred Heart Parish, Rossstlancdharles Garnier ParCehpu&eCbwhati Parish, Ke
. . . er Rev. Fr. Gerald SeRamgaFr. Pat Monette
St. Rita Parish, FrU|tvaIe F F di d B
Sacred Heart Mission, Sai o ri er lnan ayarong
Rev. Fr . Paul Joseph ThymsosootC'Ia, eCMDIaS or Holy Trinity Parish, Trai |
Rev. Fr . Xaviour Mul akkam,
) o Sacred Heart Parish, GofM¥len
St. Francis of Assisi Pageiys h fRevedgsytioke ymba
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, Nakusp |l mmacul ate Conception Par |
St. John the Baptist Mission, Fauquier Rev. Fr. Maurice Okolie
Rev. Fr. James McHugh Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, West Kelowna
St . Patrick Mission, Westbank First Nation
(Tsinstikeptum) WestbanluNattiady Rdsdmowe des Mi ssi
St. Anne Parish., OSOyOOVery Rev. Fr. Cerlouie Homgn&hild Parish, Summer

Christ The King Parish, Oliver Rev. Fr. Gabriel Chinnape

Our Lady of Lourdes Chu®Sch/RMissi ¥nParish, Kelowna

Chopaka 'Na'tive RAeserve Rev. Fr . Biju Antony, Cl\/gt. Ann Parish, Penticton
(SLOW?; Slmllbgm;ﬁex@)&rdl)( (sem;eINIIz St. John Vianney Parish,
Ntaiivgegggij/ P S "Roman 'Catholic Diocese oPeﬂIE\‘ébﬂ” Okanagan Band/R
Rev. Fr. Peter TompkinsEvangelization and Missi ﬁg,ﬂ@ln@,scacpqedshﬂegart Mi s s
Rev . Fr . Sylvester | bekwBenticton Native eserve
Rev. Fr. Nei l Lustado

St . Ed@w®madi sh, Wi nf i el dRolmpakne cCGarotiriyce Di ocese olfatNiel sManss Society of Kel
Winfield Okanagan Band/SRetscen’ ViBouse of Prayer anldatRien rMass Holusreacul ate Co
(oknanhkchi nx) Rev. Er . Mar cel Cot ® Rev. Fr. Edwin Neufeld
Rev. Fr. Shaiju Payyappilly Kunjuvareed

Retired Priests

Bi shop Emeritus Eugene&/eCgorRew. Vicar Gener Rlev. Fr. Harry Cl arke

Bi shop Emeritus John ®Rernri Weau,SebRMtCam PutRreenpurra Dave DeSouza
Rev. Fr. John Kell ogg Rev. Fr. Jack de Vertfpuil
Rev. Fr. Wayne Pfliger
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FR. JIM RATCLIFFE

JANUARY 28, 1940-FEBRUARY 2, 2026

KJLIAYKKS 66 PALINAYIUSTE RszVSM]B@Z]K\ES(&@QQYKéj

NJ


https://www.springfieldfuneralhome.com/obituaries/ratcliffe-rev-james/

FRJAMESJOSEPH Jim Ratcliffe was born

was at war , t he first 0
RATCLIFFE ordai ned i n 1965 i n a f
[Homily adapted for print.] i mpressive p@&i &tmi natr ySt .n

By Fr. Peter Tompkins, Februdanrtyarad,o.2028i X mo &t hdunaeft @

Friends, today is reOaridiynagp®wt oture faeeand o
Church, our priesthood,coagdudaromamhpi &€asthiday
been a bittewswdatd we eShuiprade usloante Concegptlisonwer]
and the first week ofParnedow gebr doyyg mpifcsanih

Tordqmwod stuff. But we taklfemoaills.o shocked by the
tragic Killings in Tumblefps RidgecalfdctheckimdnNapr
of the Tucson wlomawn fm@gmijagyg welelr wer e living

family. And, on the dayyx Fi't e ded doifed|,ettthrnege gjou
hockey players were trggf{cahky khkl depn fneed
accident in Stavely, AlBpedtd-unsettle many and e

And it is bittersweetthrmpoeugh ddhewenrnnks Tefh tdhae s
ago, we Jlost a valuablfr . elsitne emeeldd |Satbeddudryeaamidn,
Loésd vineyard. At the sam¥Ww @i rthdfewé mgr®fermimMdsdd
to have our bishop, Greedgolriyestafyteerr s Wiitsth ehxinmeen
hospitalization, here t6& ¢piresimemMyaniorkebebt at e
Holy Mass to commend Fr. Jfim g G@d, sWholgoveysy|u
with mercy. up, Fr. Jim was successfu

To Frés ®Oamily (Marythelcagbhbetoh, dyhg i n so n
Marty si-daws,t hehd nyoungéft @enehr abudmaspus parish
our gratitude to you, athidoaes®ugttduE@ttod yaur Ipm

coIIaborator with bishops
To Fres pParm shioner s: thank A for b«?lng : P
. -eens tG W e t o h'e gi ft s
kind to him and engaglnwg h hlmt.. l.n ev.ery par.
pa]r I ci pant m?
t here are wonder ful pIe l? 0 %% thF gi t 0
. s 0, R, h cou
Catholic priesthood heipr gown b stor . u
a reciated b s © e apratn, c S
PP ' many more areas of church
To Bishop GregdrybrapdeiftriionJiom Vicar Gener al
priests: we | ost a true i\cl‘von of , the. Dioges
hen “planni ng une
He cared for us and truly thl’lY?d on oHr p
. occ’asli ona as ke t o
fraternity. We have mu t,.0 (E%rr Wlt u&
. . eceféhmoe.d er us dan :
remember his six decades_ o mi n.i,stry an f
. . ffami |y wi || tel’l me
me , he served five b'SheOIpSct'rnontihce c%'nocoersdean
How is that possibse2idweld. °Bi'shaop Bo¥le
can f1 nd some onn

spanned more than three decades.

I ho 6 tDadodrai tur e
Bi shop é@riesghoorpy Doyl e, .was . p|r°\,r\}1ay t};p see

Edmonton too! Three decadfees Qﬁ&ez\ppreCIate

This reflection is @Pardimomihg Bmak pafrt Ne
howmgby ou know. prophet in the | itur



he is a governor and throdiyl bcliatzyed ¢ hiend ate lwe dilene mtishae
reconstruction after t hheedvadrnyllyynghaor ¥ Exi ITéh ei np etrhfe
century BC) . A ma n ofi maagry ofevti e na p otsd Il erst sa,n d
Nehemi ah cooperated wi tdhi rEzcrta otnlse ptrhiee srhe asou rsitnic
hope and fidelity among¢gl2he« rle22 uagang) ,pi lt pei ncsa

wafin j ust-day e ndutbtoinng f @r etheusneswt ones, the stre
wall s of Jerusal em; thedighenpof deberli dmhd. i n t he
reading Was’ﬁaacahted:knisrmzneB\ﬁz%I t%fistri]es beaut har
covenant, awar eness doaf ,no\%ng onﬁe ol._fIr ){n%l

great long |l iturgy! (th'rcohclwao d|onausv fG(?§¥?é1| N/Iéjt?éln
with Fr. Jiml) t hifeod d temptation of Jes

One day, around 2015t haeet d@hvriil stt etmpe s Seavrixcdir td .h
Church in Cranbrook, | Hnemdgriyo™ eTdu rtmo Stranelsi m ntthoa t
clock over the church &rtdanchestadkiangdyimsg® Baotwt
and the time wasdOVhywcbobsRauwdel atHeo ns asihdoows t he beal

clock there anyway?2YEBBgdohnt ahgy evangemestesdblecal
Jim, but some peopl e hawoer kt,o ngodst &thoe rwiloereku tosr. tlhtes
cour se. in the redeeming bl ood of

Like Ezr a, and Nehemlwa{htnelf:‘r CDﬁlr%m%iotu)f"o‘dnSdpryeeatch

and preach, maybe from earaiwy)gtyornqbnr'cusntl? ¥n|%’d"
Li ke Ezra and Nehemi ah, Iggreat event needs a g
i turgy. It IS beautiful,Inemh9|<§3maslp,elamﬂ Bnst L
Li ke Ezra and Nehemiah,PhFarr.i sJeiens g(aavned tthhee rseefnosree
the interpmethmdliy nworfd.Gode e dd édgkueaylsiothioe sl i vi ng | i k
to the Breviar_y prayers) alf]|rsttthr?erdea'|§’ Wnsﬁéla{tce@d
al ways helped in his prea?n%'ngyour own exam. Ta

TIME I n a way, his prieSheéy slhiafme wafs I|biek en gt had
He gave s@damuekttriomedi naravaanbeudhtbyfthe possi bi
tidnteo t he peopl e i n his JciamewasHe gemuieme; e vwwed |
individually al |l of t he ( scuhsipedirdeenr s prama r-jiamgkled
sacraments (in the 1980s,retvkbat eadonl dobeaBbuttoh
children for each SacramembjestHe Wasdiatdtepati pett

aged and i-mérinnmcamelohngzw%%c ?\rﬂﬂ/%ittlgﬁjometmeeouv’sne
to hospital c h apdl aurmtcg/ntla(prg% I@-g WOP}HQ{” was Fr. J
miss a meeting of any commi.t t|edenqet§1earvehq on.
was devoted to the |nterf&1|& ngwn'hsatv r'lﬁ"‘lma?ﬁﬂq

;
6
h t o e x p Inaithne | wt&

of -@anhol i c clefsgyself(éessﬁg'bap f
his time | eft hi s peopleslépn%\gln g itr,patnetéea_caHee
t hem. Ti mell @srsed wleilttur gy %?%f[-%lg
his way of ﬁlaydmgcaroe.\]elsu?srgpg[ e
|l will gove my best.

So, Gvhewtth al/l t he g@vm1¢,l L |
of Revel ation? Wa s thavxl}or I
YES! It i's another expres

apocalyptic, as St. John i




d say t o @ouwo ttihnegr etf e seep nwoorudrs ardrueatls e@mrt ise s(tSsp o k a

Gtrivdarttoiofhespastor al w€ak heT@Geeek haRredehstt ok@ ) m
been manAy such in the hisEtVoernytoof ttrré%ephb\/f?lﬂ'\]i-rﬁ
speak todoeach of wus. or GPS in the <car before
Il n Pope &Gohinsttaaol pabboasi amd dpaiicel . The K ¢
pries@ syounasee somet hi ngeeogfr aphyh wafs tehtecnn eidn i n
Fr. Ji m? hi story of communities an
calves came early, when t

For exampl e,
t he snow | evel was t oo h

1Saint Vincéenhhe diec ®Prrudfyegharsintowi amhd earl y, when

sensitivity to the poor.ghfElronJs@hBQURE. NAEEC!
poor. He knew Jesus wasgg@ChoQR€aPh pBHSHes, Fr.

2Saint Johéhhdedi cAwtidda t S ONKHeéfl fegAaupd| makes an in
and reform of the priesitttotrd s(tTirnedn'!t and the Cour
Reformation). Fr. Jim was|al waYs,K reaaq®ala® )@nas! ota kC
outside hi's comfort zqneq rvat hatnevechBahkbaneaesn
changing with the timesgpng@and Rygrdspl dedagsabedet
Nel son diocesan fraternipgeyg 0faimFio® eSS surroundi
3St. Jean VYih@nrheoyy Cur ®r @gnahed. wBeoplbgewer e won
above his more intelld g8dfitmMplRrsdhy dlingamd ahay
tirel esds ni tt hsee éSmasc r a me n t€ hAfn e clolni cCiklliyat iFornophet i c

Fr. Jim had long, longWdaysregalér 2088 r iKfd owme
work was done; then realdfa® otehdnspsa awetccal I's any
of the night. Fr . Jim had the talen
4. Saint JohwmhoBowacso,dedi cBtetesto ithhd i turgy. He g
formation of youth: insltirkuetli othi & nnotthe faith, re

for careers, and the requgyed pskbbhkenmy@alrise tar
Jim taught hi gh schoofni|Rant iwaisP dtagd ori Nof CERy
weekends, and was preseRt ctranbhéokchi Fdrenyjimn rq
schools and religious edgwiatd@dntPr 9@RABS. As we

5St. Maxi mi.l.i.anAtKoASisdcdlafiutld: still feel his Titu
me! Not my WiFIrl. hutm, ydusrésf.gh ! nlogst knew | was s
called to Maximillidnrf maregytdemMeral WaA¥S so#ed hing

is a parish in need od pArpriiemt.Alo@mMdal Way st MMy

St. John Paul fHac hweonftd Néhnedsted €84y 0Nn. He was not
priests was different fPo@i ¥YRehb$hbeetlt RAQP e nG
was the son of his ownPe@@Pmee hamdCwarbrqgpk tanddat
with respect to fihiisngiwnBlta@@Retb BUROtHa¥e his feef
date" of each of them wasltagi NorligtiingNs raBPoh &aeft
Gospel, a response needfeddotprceacries e gcagme & hloisteu i ¢
it was the response of tH®l ihiesbalan@f zapaki ngdr jtegs
and pastoral activity, cRimfwirhaablbe Demam8nde wiitl
world asoit is today. |l onger stories, r ol Il ect

ec
, ecul i ar . roi sts wh \Y
Fr . Jim and | used t ma k e thne ?or eac% e




The occasion of di sabi |l i tWi tahn dF ri. mndoi bm,| idtinye s vea e a
an opportunity for genuandaedaina:aotuendepretifeisd be/vyctrhd

Just yesterday, our I-Yvdlt)}] F"jlathae\/a‘I o%b' L'e trrbqt(
on The Worl d Day of théegﬁseﬁh (alrlt I’—thbrtuar’?e&d}e abhbL
the i mportance not justbe ftegelp\llqaggl%bipsggni%%%%lu
Cawmge ving is not j ust anaordtShmegluéal eoknopvﬁytsri]%tal
car e, but about the Iln%oerrlﬁ n%o%tn%oWﬁfgrogffecHt'esd
illness or disabilityS T gRten PUthelnh PaRY| WaY S
relationship. voice echoing in our Chur

Pope Leo the 14th calls it the gift of encoun
the joy of offering closeness and presence.

fiWe l i ve i mmer sed i n a culture of speed,

i mmedi acy T andc uh &hdir ¢ aonfd

indi fference that preven?tE£UAGuUEDwBH*xN®UP @i w'gi U D ©un)
way and drawing near to jaoakbdioiwixe@d@pui tubiewomkiewpd walil
suffering that surround w3 guuen pdehveu PEEN dRdIEVE & UNEE
Samaritan saw the wipwasde beoMaOoweoke iVPdoWN?LULWOULL
byl nstead, he |l ooked upoguebud oWuddboddi pQ RESDT BB HE
attentiveegaeery davhe chf | 28sSyuHoyowepeoweEvw( wui 61 6EI U

him to act with human and ComP@Esa§U8C9u?OtBFIfPLL,E%ELEEnEa

The Samaritan stopped, approached t ma n
cared for him personally, even'@@@‘ﬁldllaw@o’fhls, oW
money to proviéd[eAbfoovre hailsl ] n eheed s

gave him his ti me. Jesus does __not me.r y teach
who our nei ghbor I s, but r N become
neighbor; in other words, h aw close
ot her s

Love is not passive,; it me et t h
ot her . Being a neighbor |is *d by phy
or soci al proxi mity, but by n to | ovi
i's why Christians become n 2. | those wh
suffer, foll owing the ¢€xam A 't the
di vi ne Samaritan wh o dr ew i@ ounded
humanity. These ar e not 'S of
phil anthropy, but signs thr /e percei
t hat per sonal paf t isauif pf aztrii oni
i nvolves theéel jjadda ldo ,0nZxG24. s e

What externally was just Tm}n&]”‘m‘”“l‘ation of
a physical t herapi st brough hd me cl
together with the stories a_ ,1 es. And
real ly | omeaeds atghees .f oloetés me t el | you, it
kind of hard wor k; he wondered why 1 ended the
session so soon each ti me.




By Elizabeth Stephens, Febraasyt.r @A3y6 sense of i denti t
b maj o Lver Sysi ems, |

The West Kootenay Deiilerﬁ J (é/\(K'I’I)r}b, Oannedyolie-t e
the four deaneries wi tkn'onwnt’hle keisoe/seuseh oés RLS
serves a diverse COHel\fatn'con Cfre}eepnar'asn%d ccchrprpur{iitni
spread across the soutrtl%e\}v%t);ertrb ar}cie cepnatrriaslhelgsootte
regi on. The Deanery iswolrekds bty0 'glﬂniyfoj-océo‘rlﬁr%ur?ittiin(
elef:ted f_rom among th_eaﬂoof'setsrtesri%tadanedmi'fnbcelou i S
parish priest along W|Fe aj,secr tary, a treasur
a | ay representativefsfrogn every ari sh The Dea
of fice IS | ocat ed at t h Mar y

|l mmacul ate in Nelson, whicl as the
of the Bishop. < ‘ '
The Deanery meets four

among its parishes. Each m i th | ut
before moving i nto di scu} cesan
policies, parish reports, ral con
and the <coordination of WA St I event
Among the annual tasks arg, pled afnmrzgmm 0 P
Lenten reconciliation sch@ﬂun;eysvamugm:eqm@manery al
pl ays a rol e i n organi zing maj or di ocesan
celebrations, including th~r Chriecm Mae-e t he Ri't
El ection, Conf i r madstiDinnnreer . »p
and activities connected Nelson Diocese | ee VYe
Six active parishes for he Wes
Kootenay Deanery: The C DEANERY BOUNDARIES y
| mmacul ate i n Nelson, St . ) a
Trinity in Trail, Sadsred

in Fruitvale and Sacred F
Deanery al so supports mi
Sl ocan, New Denver, Kas
Greenwood, Christina Lake
some of whi ch operate on
mont hs.

Geographically, the WKL
of Britisd ok umbgstari ki n
| andscapeari $thes and miss
nestl ed among the Sel kirk
Val hall a madwmtmmumirntdrge sS hbipecese wof Nelson. *[N
deep mining roots, resili&altsosef® | EfeNt! sAN



https://wikitravel.org/en/Kootenays

The missionaly priests:
Heart of the west kootenay

By Christine Reeves, March, J2h2®sl®B7) The Prospesctor

The house is quiet, gRxcgpli 6@é&séheolbowgham p§
the furnace and the ocmasiseals. crigqakkevodr thehpi pr
I reflect on the missimi@gliee htesauwho otfraé\g‘séroymm
Diocese. Their devotiogyuyeagricaptluhe dGasmpes stihpnpl
bitter wi nters, scorchbme, swemMmMedpe t an dkxdlodNrde
stretches of scarcity. delpﬁhthﬁisl’W@efgﬁﬁelf~a@%e,tk
embodi ed the mysteridsyeocfoginheelthdtdithal 's¥mar n
from #&dvleonntgi ng, ChristimaspdiolYad ifm ous Lemd éonur pr
sacrifice to Easter hopedaynNtdo thhuei | sdt g and Yusf it hel |
Ordinary Ti me. Their stories and wunwaveri=ng | o\

for the Church open a V-THEREAL-PIONEERWOEK 't that

icial Newspa-

continues to il luminate . _th tode
|t i's no surprise that 7"'Fi§;§ced on
heart a desire to | ook Ll W ary of
Diocese and recognize w f-‘:‘-,- . CHe st
in me a call to proclaii & o ~n land
shaped by genétah'denswheff‘\'f‘M ;

Acts of the Apostles wer TH R g eseessssis N0 s e W
came before us. As | wal ggg = o mmnTT T ¢E%hives
ti me, I try to place my ¥ p~r|nts
early shepherds, though = . -hi sto
depth they carried so ng - p,,«..-ruough 1
magni fying |l ens of their |ived ho'l”"ness, I a
beginning to see the Church with greater clarit.\
Bi shop Emerit uiBhelohingsoipg gsaagiyd d ay they devot ed w
trail S mo st i nter esttoignedt-hed tinl e:m@é&s t eOn¥pelre i
mountai ns, across deeptiaildersmesd ahepgaterilhl
mountain roads. |t | e agdnsd Oshiencte@ i ¥@Stof sheat ehes
virgiomnosaei ty, iGhadhloemn sapedlvhier with all the peopl e
end of the trail i s | mmqgrdteag! tSo0 UlhSe.i r number tho
Mi ssionaries are | one (weCrtrsf &}.s46¢¢ Chri st becau
they are generally unkpgywowh. t hRits imhi dhfiennd, | iwee n oS
advantageous because latnd dmPEEVBASs thfemtohehuwt & 8
spiritual and materiabui@gsiosnt aprceeyew]i t Bacwhifgh
generous, fai thful heatrf s ewonhlod cavernwhlelitmmet ve
were they informed of tdegudi IPd otbnee Msytaun ke wWhatuy
needed for a most fruotful and efficacious mini




THE WEST KOOTENAY
PARISHES AND MISSIONS

SElE Rita Pari s h, Ce

St . Mary Missi on, §
Sha Ant hony Mi ssi on, N €
Cat hedr al o f Mary | mmacul

S a'C 1. euamnrie o t Mi Ssi on
Sacred Heart Mi Sssi on,

Sacred Heart Pari sh, Gr
X, Sacred Heart Mission, G
Egur Lady . of  STESmEL M-S clFll S Si on
' O .r- 4ENauE vEe Guis [ONMr d e s |,

S J oui-Rfsst-h e ¢ Biaip t st Mi s s

Hol v Trinity Pari s

Sasgwr andy He ar;t Pari s h,

St. GRiRari s h, Fruit
Hear t iES S| on,

Sacred




St Rita PARISH
CASTLEGAR

By Elizabeth Stephens, February

St . GRiPtaar i sh Pri est I s
The city of Castl egar sit
Kootenay and Col umbia rive
Mount ains halfway between !
a rich and diverse histor‘

k hobc
(Russian) heritage and uese
community.
St . Rita Church, estab hed 0™~ a
St . BRiPtaar i s h stabllshed in 193
named after St. Rﬂ:teentolfy@

t
a.s gilt a&,, Cagt%@gar 158c. 2025
| t afiSiaamt of toweasl mpdbusilbdl en 2013

after an arson fire.

Thi s circul ar church, f ngi ng
crucifix behind the altar, devoti
Our Lady, with processions of Fati
and Our Lady of Guadal upe. Coll eg
near by, t he pari sh has a | $y cul tur
community that includes Rug kese, Eée
Il ndi an and Canadian familiefl

St . Rita has an axtive | St e W
League, hosts annual teas, g i >0l umbu:
st matdobster dinners, and su O ment
and Peace, catechism and s par at i
RCI A, and music ministry. ated o
Saturdays at 5 p. m. and Su St .
Parish oversees missions i and Ne

Denver.
Photo: St. Rita, Castlegar, BC




~ n
St Maryos Ml ¢
] Nt
By Elizabeth Stephens, February 2026
St . Mary Mission, named in honor of the Bl es
cenotaph by Fr. A. L. Mcl ntyr e, who moved and r
Services are arranged through St. Rita Parish a
'
f
St . Mary Chapel, Slocan City, B.C. Courtesy of
The Diocese of Nelson Archives
Mary, Mothof Priests
Mary the Mother of Jesus, was with her Son dur.i
had seen Him wearing the Crown of Thorns, and b
His cross as a criminal She accompanied Him an
being driven through those | oved hands and feet
thirsting Son as He dies not at the foot of a t
al | Hi s passion will she nofiotrhemaiihrnagrst her r mp
I f Christ summoned Hi s mot her fiatno tshwefos e&Crhma s tHi s
mot her Mary, to suffer with him in his hour of
Yes and Mary wil/l remain near her missionary pr
martyrs for Christ and Mary is Queen of Martyrs
for nothing. She will not, she cannot forget he
Source: The Prospector, Di ocese of Nel son, November 26,




St. Anthony Mission
New Denver

By Elizabeth Stephens, February 2026

St. Anthony Mission in New Denver | ies on the
of Carpenter Creek, surrounded by the Sel kirk
served as a cégntmrmefsorantdhe sr eagiboorat and stagecoa
one of nine Japanese Canadi an I nt &MNm k& et ¢ ame g
Memor i al Centre, a National Hi st ori c Sdisttey |fee agtaurr
honoring Canadians. The community also once hous:s
was founded in 1897, and in 1902 Fr Stephen Ctt
together; the current building was compl eted in

St . Ant hony Mission, New Denver, BC, founded in 1897

Fr. S€Cewv®n constructed a place of worship, the current
building was completed in 1929.
Did you Know? (1938) Mr . and Mrs. J. Lander vil |l
1938 Memori es: Theﬁ;Heianrtf;ﬂcg]fm'é;tt.eeAntWrPdrhfe the always
work table was ‘carefully ma

Little Things .
Mr s . A. Schnoaebl e, and Mi s

Looking back to 18BB| edtHddLdiIAPLYe e jhay | were Mr
reveal ed the tr de m;ipsisriiot%h(ff' Séto.phfr{tsﬁj&nyand _M'SS R.
communi ty. Nei ghbor s on(f:é'egae{t?ﬁjeraeocotld)rgkpe{réj'tsrpéi_ary
ti me, tal ent s, eﬁrldamhmrdérﬁeﬂodejyt'rsesagurGP§“'M0nt orgamze
that it was the smal/l a(,btesdsdjfregaednerpdgilto))'v tSHa{tpsheladﬁI
parish together and hel ppad tihtes crmiossi ®rf tthtrei we.an su

That November, t he Adstart h§ocwiié1trl\]/P). n&f té,tc.k_eAﬁ_t'hoTrr'f b.e
Catholic Church held itsGeePr{rglfal CtJ(aeszaepsca'rOdf'ir?fg?’trHteyh?\leQ/v'

Denver Legion Hall. TheteovéVHtS'waAs kJ‘otH"aIrir\}esl)Pfar{\loe“
successful, owing much tt&d tFhe Pfdi®d s o0de Pif c SN No 1
volunteers whose steady Swoalrwiece Threo wPg lots ptelca oa Vv, e rDii o
i fe. December, Revl19Bh8omas P. Fren:

M C



Cathedral of maty immaculate
Nelson

By Elizabeth Stephens, February 2026

The Rector of the Cathedral in Nelson is Fr.
I's a heritage -oslidteestanodr itghenaseaxcdmud ch structure
wood, It features distinctive classical mar bl e
mi ssion in 1898, wheg et dalhlee ffiresm talhd ali Iwaesr aKicn

The Cathedral hosts a wide range of ministr.i
of the Cross, hospitality gatherji ngtsi ave tihn intoina tl
a Lenten hunger meal. Other ministries include
a nenretreaGsuppowtdgwo up, Habitat for Humanity
Citizen of the Year participation.

The CWL provides funeral l unches, runs an &
Addi tional outreach includes the Dutch Har boul
catechism for children and adult s, a renewal g
mi ssion communities in Procter and Kasl o.

$EA UIT O +11xe jpwoxq
Did you know that in 1937 the n

|l mmacul ate was already the vibr
Catholic community?

That year, t he eGmatrhkeadorl ayl shod setnend
beautifully attended dFawi wgH@®@Tr
all ages from across the dioces

e e Accor dlihneg Plrods hectodrf i ci al di oce
tkauz3aNlLKay JFORSRNIT - 2% at We 5Eji wéd o'p > Md t*i ip'évin ‘e’d othines oche v o
Sl SR208AS 2T HhShER R AT S “Chne lae lar at @BIr ibeyn .ReAf. t eFrr .t
t hBel essed Sacrament was carried
Cat headwdalpl aced on the throne o

Guard ofkdémpthowatch throughout t

Each mor@iidgCdsoitrhe f &S tA c alddesndypeid
t he Cat hedMaasls woft hovitrelh éAandgteH & ,

mi xed |leldoitrhe musi c at Benedicti
gathered nightly to hear ser mon
t he Euchari sdmens £degs sde aar ilbda
deeply moving and beautifully d

Even in its earlie@t jysardoa,tbtuh é
waal i ve with prayer, c¢ommujnustty,
as it continues to be today.

Sour ce: The Prospector, Di ocese
Rev. Thomas P. Freney, Editor.

MT



Sacred heairt mission
Kaslo

By Elizabeth Stephens, February 2026

Sacred Heart Mission in Kaslo is the gateway
1,050 residents, Kaslo is a vibrant artisan c¢comn
Ri ondel and Wynndel . It i s Galoslodehsotmei nttoa ctth eh eSS tN\
sternwheel er .

Sacred Heart Church was built in 18430adaservi n
period that included-Bapp@isa®rMdntvr esai o sploleiefSatme d
whose brief ministry l|left a lasting I mpression i

style windows served the community for more than

Sacred Heart Mission, Kaslo B.C. (originally built in
Church replaced it in 1902, Photo 1990s, Diocese of N
Archives

$EA U O +11xe jpwoxq
Kasl o

Fat her Sullivemhtra€eblo&p&. onhaddangerous mountain ro
skidded and nearly plunged 300 feet, saved only by
mi ssionary travels throughout the Nelson Diocese wi

Mi ssionaries Get Through Blizzards

Despite heavy snowfall, storms, and snowslides, the
celebrating Pontifical High Mass at the Cathedral,
a. m. Mass, where a beaut idaulsltyr ipkrienpga reexda n@phluer cohf apweari ¢
conditions.

Source: The Prospector, Di ocese of Nel son,




Sacred heairt mission
procter

By Elizabeth Stephens, February 2026

Sacred Heart Mission in Procter holds service
The quaint stone church has a steeple, and visi:t
sanctuary | amp hangs inside, and the church once

Sacred
Heart

|| @hurch

Sacred Heart Mission, Procter, B. C.
Permi ssion granted: Cathedral of Mary | mmacul ate, date wur

$EA UIT O +11Txe jpwoxq

1937, every mission in thétBlBéotansdi BMidnicght ebes
r some communities. Despite snowstor ms, sl i des, a
ter the Pontifical Mass in Nel son.

The Bishop trekked alone with only basic tools t

I
f
a
Z
/Z Father Sullivan, C.S.S.R. celebrated Midnight Ma
mountain camps near Fruitval e.

Z

Z

Fat hdri ®n travelled the |l ong route to Ymir and t|

Fat her Frenery celebrated Midnight Mass south of

A remar kabl e example of dedication that brought Chr

Source: The Prospector, Di ocese of Nel son, December




Sacred heatt parish
Grand forks

By Elizabeth Stephens, Febr

Sacred & Hedratri sh Priestiv 2
Fr . Ruben Buel a. Grand For k st conf l u
of t he Kettle and Granby hear't
Boundary Country. The c¢commug stron
Doukhobor (Russian) infl ueng 900s
vi brant , acdk wewnc ofmarru nii t |
of l'iving and strond@isense spirit
steeped in history, refl ectie : = ensive
visible on walking tours thg . o Tetrown .

I n the summer, markets R e B@c concert
of fer many opportunities LA : bl er
culture and nature. The ol bui
1899, is located in west £/ e S cd H
Churesitablished in 1901, ~ , : stries
including the Knights of : e chi sm,
music ministry, faith heal . - hosp
ministry that of fers <cof ‘ s ment s
Mass. Mass is celebrated on 5: 30
Sundays at 9: 30 a. m. and Frid ..m Sac
Hedsr t mi ssions ar e Christina n d

Greenwood.

t K2G2a8Y {FONBR I SINI tFNAREKZ DNIYR C2Njlasz ./
CNY¥» wdz Sy . dStl o




Sacred heart mission
greenwood

By Elizabeth Stephens, February 2026

Sacred Heart Mission in Greenwo®dsmal bestuatetd
mi ning history. As you drli vsee et htrhoeu gcho Itohref uclo ngmuuinri
movie set, the Fort Grseeynveo ddobo-fRa\tcéPasarmkieswi pt ha ti ttsh ef
Eagle Caf® for refreshments and something delici
Sundays at 2 p. m.

Sacred Heart Mission is celebrating their 125
and beloved magsi 80, refer to

ONBR I SINI aAdaArazyr mydys Oz2dNISaeg 2 t K232 3N LK
tf

SO0s2yY tnnpnn

{FONBR I SINI tINARAKE DNBSys22RS ./
CdSt b




Our lady of the lake mission
Christina lake

By Elizabeth Stephens, February 2026

OQur Lady of the LaketMmesiesiderts npaaypafvaemifluil

cabins and return seasonally. The community sits
River valley and the Monasheel Moeadt hake. i KnGwnad
geot her mal activity and fed by clear mountain st
The | ake was named after a M®tis woman, Christin

OQur Lady of the Lake Mission celebrates Mass ¢

¢2L) t K2G2Y tSNX¥A&AaAA2Y (2 dzAS O2dNIS&e 2FY KILAYKkKOKNR&aY ! f ]
.292Y tK23G2 Y /KNRAasayl [F182 . @&/ ® tK2:G23aNI LK KgLAYkKkOZ2YYZ2Y]
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Our lady of Lourdes mission
nakusp

Eli zabeth Stephens, February 2026

Our Lady 60 fParLiosur ddg i est i s

Jim McHugh, who resides in Revelstoke. The
| age of Nakusp is | ocated south of the mouth
anax Creek on Upper Arrow Lake, nestl ed

k

ween the Selkirk and Monashee ranges. |t P
wn for i t s anfeiarrsbty uhs

igenous peoples and

I

S

t

0

d for publ
e in the eaandd i2t04 hpic

k

0

h

eside mountain setti
m a Sinixt wo ritdh e plo
ind the | onign/p8oa fnet."

. Sp come

When gl aciers of the
row Lakes, t he

habitant sy.ealrhehiirs t1o0r,y0 (&

chaeol ogi cal and hi s Finia
Donal d wasditdgennwsn man

kes region. The first steamers arrived in 18
|l l owed by settlers in 1 i communi
ginning its documented ) 2 .

Our Lady of Lourdes ch t i n

04 and dedicateaodlidnpr dDae' ry

orey wooden frame -struc S a steej
tched roof , front gabl e bel l t owe
thic Revival wi ndows, a n use t o¢
er t he year s, it has SRR cver al
novations, including a - =S entrancew
d altar, whil e maimtaining the original pri e
sidence. Mass is cel ebtﬁg“tivfeigzdzg%lddﬂ[(?ljn[ﬂd’ﬁpys% ER- o G U
d Mondays at 7 p. m.

Nak s pMi ssion is St. John the Baptist i n

uqui er .




St john the Baptist mission
fauquier

By Elizabeth Stephens, February 2026

St. John the Baptist Mission in Fauquier was
t h1Ie9 &Q06 I't i s a point odoaf |parniddnea rfko ramtels et daeo ormad iyi thnye
in Bowhking it something of a showpiece. The Mass
Revel stoke and depends on his ability to travel
during the winter months.

Church of

ST. John the Baptist
fauquier, B.C.

tK2G2> {0 W2KYy GKS . IFLladX aiaairzys CI dzlj dzi ¢




Holy trinity parish
trail

By Elizabeth Stephens, February 2026

Holy ®rifdartiysh Pri est [
Chakku. Trail i s nestl ed
Ri wevihi ch fl ows all the wa
Uni t edd aShtdaties f |l anked by
Mountains to the west and
t he east. The communi ty
hi storic Dewdney Trail,|, 0
Creek Landing, before bei
1897.

Tr ai l i s home to a

ol umbi a
n t he

lount ains
er t he

n as Tr
to Trail

Moopul atic

including a vi brant Fili y and a
strongstlabhgshed I talian I talian
heritage is reflected i n B SR i nstitu
such as the Cristoforo Cof ol fest 1905
the -Camddese Hall, Piazza “Sbocce
facility, and the e tghbourhood Kknown as

| t@lny the Gulch. The Charles Bailv Theatre al so
contributedss toulthhealc

international perform ring
productions. Trail ad reg
airport with direct M

Holy Trinity Chur chis
through the amal gamat.|i

Gul c h, St . Franci s i n Hrla|Tri,n,tar(1;hurcht.TrailosBecphTr
Warfield, honour&Gotdhet hio!l y,om Ei RAntony churen.

Fat her , God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. )
altar with its three pillars, the entrance colu
ambo, and the baptismal font are al/l crafted f
mar bl e sourced from Kel owna. Outside stands th
iconic bell originally from St. Ant hony Church

t he Gul ch.




Holy Trinity Parish Trail continued?@¢

Photo: Peace Garden, Holy Trinity Ch

Holy Trinity is a vibr@nrnti vpargi sthS wimt hume s1i sutpr

spanning faith formatimpass ptahset osrmaall | candancwmpat @
cul tur al event s, and ¢ d mmuuihlitqyk e y e rMoiutsteeu i h © T ki ens
i nclude catechism and 1RG0, onhgo swiittlal t rmen d Mdhwomtea
visits, CWL and Knightasndof i tCo | umabuusso | & wtmi. vi CbD a8 &
food bank support, musRedsmionset Gg| ft CeuEs@ mebhes
Advent Festival, and a fpeeadwueg eglarad ehno.tbear a paid 4 £¢/d

you arrive at the mount ai





























































































