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April  2026 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 Greetings and peace in the Lord! 

I write this as a tribute to God and prayer 

because it's due to Godôs grace and mercy, and 

your love and prayers, perseverance and 

persistence, that I am still here. I really shouldn't be 

alive because of the many complications that 

happened after the last surgery. In fact, when I 

finally returned to Kelowna and visited my family 

doctor, he was shocked and said that he had never 

expected to see me again. 

Let me take you back to the first surgery. It 

started in the fall of 2024 when an MRI showed an 

AV fistula (short form for arterial ï venous fistula) 

on the dura, or the covering of my brain. Further 

investigation in Vancouver with a cerebral 

angiogram uncovered that I had two AV fistulas 

that required immediate attention. 

That led to an initial surgery in December of 

2024, which ended up being three surgeries and an 

interventional radiological procedure. At that point, 

the doctors felt that they had removed all of the 

fistulas, and I made a rapid, uneventful recovery. 

A tribute to love and prayer. 
Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest? He said to him, You shall love the Lord your God 

with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.  This is the greatest and first             

commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two command-

ments hang all the law and the prophets. (Matthew 22.36-40) 
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However, the fistulas returned, and so did the 

symptoms, which led to a fourth surgery in 

September of 2025. Unfortunately, I developed 

multiple complications, which led to a four-month-

plus stay in hospital and me being near death. Some 

of the complications included renal failure, liver 

failure, blood clots in the lungs and both legs, a 

urinary tract infection, fungus in the blood, bacterial 

meningitis, and I also lost a part of my tongue. A 

portion of my tongue had died during the 12-hour 

surgery. In addition, when I awoke, they discovered 

my throat had swollen, and it would not be possible 

to continue with any further treatment at that time. 

The next four months that I spent in bed being tube-

fed meant I had to relearn how to eat and walk 

again. 

At the end of September, the last words that I 

spoke before hallucinating and being semi-

conscious were, ñI need a miracle. Have everyone 

pray for a miracle.ò I did not know what was going 

on, who visited me, or anything that was said by me 

or anyone else until sometime in December.  

When I was transferred back to Kelowna, I 

realized the full magnitude of what had happened to 

me. I send many thanks to the friends and family 

who visited me and retold stories of what I 

experienced between September and December of 

2025. 

I spent approximately one-plus months in 

Kelowna General Hospital further recovering and 

doing rehab. I have been home for almost two 

months now. The recovery seems slow; however, 

everyone says I am doing very well.  

During this whole time, I had lots of time to 

think, and I especially felt very connected to all of 

you through the continuous prayers, masses, 

novenas and devotions that you offered for me. In 

fact, I felt closer to you than if I had been in the 

diocese physically, one of the miracles of prayer. At 

other times, I literally felt lifted up by your prayer. I 

canôt really describe it, but it was real, and any of 

you who have ever felt it will know what I mean. 

I recently flew to Vancouver for my follow-up 

cerebral angiogram and received an all-clear. I 

cannot thank you enough, nor are any words 

adequate to express my deep appreciation for all of 

the prayers you said on my behalf. Even though 

recovery is going slow, I can hardly wait to see you 

and to be with you again. You have truly lived out 

the two greatest commandments during my time 

away, and you continue to do so. The love you 

showed to me was the answer to my request for a 

miracle. I have truly received the miracle I asked 

for, and it is because of all of you. 

ñI give you a new commandment, that you love 

one another. Just as I have loved you, you also 

should love one another. By this everyone will 

know that you are my disciples, if you have love for 

one another.ò (John 13.34ï35) 

God bless you and thank you. 

 

 

 

 Gregory J Bittman 

Bishop of Nelson 

Bishop Gregoryõs  
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FR. JAMES JOSEPH 

RATCLIFFE 

[Homily adapted for print.] 

By Fr. Peter Tompkins, February 10, 2026 

Friends, today is really about our faith, our 

Church, our priesthood, and our families. This has 

been a bittersweet week: weôve had a Super Bowl 

and the first week of the Winter Olympics in 

Torinoðgood stuff. But we are also shocked by the 

tragic Killings in Tumbler Ridge and the kidnapping 

of the Tucson woman from a well-known media 

family. And, on the day Fr. Jim died, three junior 

hockey players were tragically killed in a vehicle 

accident in Stavely, Alberta. 

And it is bittersweet here as well. Ten days 

ago, we lost a valuable, esteemed labourer in the 

Lordôs vineyard. At the same time, we are enthused 

to have our bishop, Gregory, after  his extended 

hospitalization, here to preside and celebrate this 

Holy Mass to commend Fr. Jim to God, who loves us 

with mercy. 

To Fr. Jimôs family (Mary, Elizabeth, the 

Marty side, the in-laws, the younger generations): 

our gratitude to you, and through you to your parents. 

To Fr. Jimôs parishioners: thank you for being 

kind to him and engaging with him. In every parish, 

there are wonderful people who love the gift of the 

Catholic priesthood and their own pastor. You are 

appreciated. 

To Bishop Gregory and Fr. Jimôs brother 

priests: we lost a true icon of the Diocese of Nelson. 

He cared for us and truly thrived on our priestly 

fraternity. We have much to carry with us as we 

remember his six decades of ministry and faith. Like 

me, he served five bishops in the Diocese of Nelson. 

How is that possible? Well, Bishop Doyleôs time 

spanned more than three decades. 

Bishop GregoryéBishop Doyle was from 

Edmonton too! Three decades here?! 

This reflection is part homily and part eulogyða 

óhom-ogyô, you know.  

Jim Ratcliffe was born in 1940 as the world 

was at war, the first of eight children. He was 

ordained in 1965 in a famously large class of 

impressive priests at St. Peterôs Seminary in London, 

Ontario. Six months after Fr. Jimôs June 6th 

ordination, the Second Vatican Council would 

conclude on the Feast day of our Blessed Motherôs 

Immaculate Conception. Those mid-60s were 

paradoxical days of anticipation, uncertainty, and 

turmoil. 

As the Council came to a close, Catholics the 

world over were living with the tension and 

excitement of letting go of the familiar and putting 

out into the deep. The seismic shift of the Church 

would unsettle many and even cause ripples and tides 

through the ranks of the priesthood and religious life. 

Fr. Jim held steady and, with a servantôs heart, only 

saw a lifetime of ministry ahead of him. From my 

earliest years with him, I knew him to say, óI intend 

to die in my work boots.ô 

If, as it is said, half of success is just showing 

up, Fr. Jim was successful because he responded to 

the call of duty in so many areas of church life: 

pastor of numerous parishes and communities in our 

diocese, educator at Immaculata High School, 

collaborator with bishops on diocesan committees, 

ever-sensitive to the gifts of talented religious 

women, participant in many renewal movements 

(Cursillo, COR, the Encounter weekends), Knights of 

Columbus chaplain, CWL spiritual director, and 

many more areas of church life including the trusted 

position of Vicar General. 

When planning funerals in the parish, I am 

occasionally asked to find readings that suit the 

deceasedðmother, husband, brother or sister. The 

family will tell me about their loved one and, with 

electronic concordance, well, it sometimes works and 

I can find some connecting Bible passages. 

I hope todayôs Scripture readings give us a 

biblical way to see, and measure, and appreciate the 

life and Appreciate the life and key qualities of Fr. 

Jim. The Book of Nehemiah (he is identified as a 

prophet in the liturgical proclamation, but  
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he is a governor and trailblazer in the period of 

reconstruction after the Babylonian Exile in the sixth 

century BC). A man of many evident talents, 

Nehemiah cooperated with Ezra the priest to stir up 

hope and fidelity among the returning pilgrims. It 

wasnôt just opening-day ribbon-cutting for the new 

walls of Jerusalem; the event described in the first 

reading was a catechismða call to renewal of the 

covenant, awareness of, and love of, the Lawða 

great long liturgy! (Which would have been just fine 

with Fr. Jim!) 

One day, around 2015 at Christ the Servant 

Church in Cranbrook, I mentioned to Fr. Jim that the 

clock over the church entrance had a dying battery 

and the time was incorrect. He said, óWhy is the 

clock there anyway? The liturgy is timeless!ô Yes, 

Jim, but some people have to get to work or the golf 

course. 

Like Ezra, and Nehemiah, Fr. Jim could preach 

and preach, maybe from early morning until midday! 

Like Ezra and Nehemiah, a great event needs a great 

liturgy. It is beautiful, emotional, and instructive. 

Like Ezra and Nehemiah, Fr. Jim gave the sense and 

the interpretation of Godôs holy word. His devotion 

to the Breviary prayers and the daily Mass readings 

always helped in his preaching. 

TIME: In a way, his priestly life was like that. 

He gave so much timeðan extraordinary amount of 

timeðto the people in his care. He interviewed 

individually all of the children preparing for 

sacraments (in the 1980s, that could be 25 to 40 

children for each Sacrament). He was attentive to the 

aged and infirm in long-term care, he was committed 

to hospital chaplaincy, and he wouldnôt intentionally 

miss a meeting of any committee he served on. He 

was devoted to the interfaith ministerial associations 

of non-Catholic clergy. Yes, Fr. Jimôs selfless gift of 

his time left his people knowing that he cared for 

them. Timeless, well-planned liturgy and ritual were 

his way of saying to Jesus, ñI do care. I am grateful.  

I will give my best.ò 

So, whatôs with all the gemstones in the Book 

of Revelation? Was that really necessary? Well, 

YES! It is another expression of liturgy, this time 

apocalyptic, as St. John is led by the angel to see the 

holy city of Jerusalemðthe new Jerusalemðin the 

heavenly glory. The perfection of symmetry, the 

image of the apostles and the tribes of Israel, the four 

directions, the measuring rods of squared numbers 

(12 x 12 again), the captivating beauty of the 

precious stones, the streets of gold, and the perpetual 

light of the lamb. 

But this is beauty hard won. Ten days from 

now (on the First Sunday of Lent), we will hear the 

proclamation of St. Matthewôs Gospel, detailing the 

three-fold temptation of Jesus by the devil. Simply, 

the devil tempts with the clever use of short-cuts. 

Hungry? Turn Stones into loaves. Danger? Test God. 

Need these kingdoms? Bow to me. The Book of 

Revelation shows the beautiful city of Jerusalem to 

John the evangelist because it is the result of hard 

work, not the devilôs short cuts. Its beauty is washed 

in the redeeming blood of the Lamb and the steadfast 

witness of martyrsô blood. And yet, the scene is 

liturgyðwith rubrics, style, perfection, glory, and 

light.  

In the Gospel of St. Luke, Jesus instructs the 

Pharisees (and therefore his disciples too) about two 

needed qualitiesðkeys to living like Jesus. 

1. First, there is no place for self-conceit. Never 

mark your own exam. Take the lowest place. 

The shame of being downgraded can be 

avoided by the possibility of an upgrade. Fr. 

Jim was genuine; he lived with austerity 

(suspenders and a Lumby dinner-jacket 

revealed a lot about him). His vehicles were 

modest. He did not put on airs. 

2. Second, you know the line: ñGenerous to a 

fault.ò Yes, that was Fr. Jim. I am absolutely 

confident that his arrival at the heavenly gates 

did not have him fumbling for an alibi or 

needing to explain why he did not help 

someone in need. He gave generously, 

profligately, knowing he would never be 

repaid. 

In 1979, St. John Paul II began a tradition of 

writing a Holy Thursday letter to the Priests of the 

world. 
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óI say to you therefore,ô quoting these words of his: 

óstrive to be ñartistsò of pastoral work. There have 

been many such in the history of the Church. They 

speak to each of us.ô 

In Pope John Paulôs list of pastors and parish 

priests, canôt you see something of each of them in 

Fr. Jim? 

For example, 

1. Saint Vincent de Paulé the icon of charity and 

sensitivity to the poor.  Fr. Jim never neglected the 

poor. He knew Jesus was each one of them. 

2. Saint John of Avilaé dedicated to the renewal 

and reform of the priesthood (Trent and the Counter-

Reformation). Fr. Jim was always ready to participate 

outside his comfort zone with new challenges, 

changing with the times, and ever so dedicated to our 

Nelson diocesan fraternity of priests. 

3. St. Jean Vianney, the holy Cur® d'Ars, who rose 

above his more intelligent peers by being availableð

tireless it seemsðin the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

Fr. Jim had long, long days, never retiring until the 

work was done; then ready for hospital calls any time 

of the night. 

4. Saint John Bosco, who was dedicated to the 

formation of youth: instruction in the faith, readiness 

for careers, and the required skills for the trades. Fr. 

Jim taught high school, participated in COR 

weekends, and was present to the children in our 

schools and religious education programs. 

5. St. Maximilian Kolbe... At Auschwitz: ñSelect 

me! Not my will but yours.ò Fr. Jim, though not 

called to Maximillian martyrdom, always said, ñIf the 

is a parish in need of a priest, I am always movable.ò 

St. John Paul II went on to say: ñEach of these 

priests was different from the others, was himself, 

was the son of his own time, and was "up to date" 

with respect to his own time. But this ñbringing up to 

date" of each of them was an original response to the 

Gospel, a response needed precisely for those times; 

it was the response of holiness and zeal, priestly life 

and pastoral activity, within our time and with the 

world as it is today.ò 

Fr. Jim and I used to make time for each other 

on our annual priestsô retreats (Spokane, Mission, 

Cache Creek, and not so muchðRevelstoke). 

Even to travel with Jim was like having Google 

or GPS in the car before there was an internet or 

location devices. The Kootenays and Okanagan 

geography was etched in his mind. He knew the 

history of communities and roads. He knew when the 

calves came early, when the lakes thawed late, when 

the snow level was too high, when the riverbanks 

were showing early, when the tamaracks turned gold 

right on schedule. About winter driving on our roads 

and mountain passes, Fr. Jim would say of blizzard 

conditions: ñIt just makes an interesting drive more 

interesting!ò 

In 2003, the June soaker (óJune-uaryô). On our 

retreat at the Benedictine Abbey in Mission, Fr. Jim 

and I would plan an afternoon or two hiking through 

the rainforest surrounding Stave Lake. We were 

drenched. People were wondering if we would ever 

warm up, dry out, and have a summer. He said it can 

change quickly. Prophetic: By August, many of you 

will recall 2003, Kelowna was on fire in a summer 

than began so wet. 

Fr. Jim had the talent and corresponding 

interest in liturgy. He got the liturgical gene; it seems 

like I did not. 

Even in the mid-20-teen years, a decade ago, 

while I was pastor of Christ the Servant and St. Mary 

in Cranbrook, Fr. Jim resided there in his first 

retirement years. As we concelebrated Masses, I 

could still feel his liturgical breath on the back of my 

neck. I just knew I was still doing most things wrong. 

But there was something great about being with 

Fr. Jim. Around that time, his feet began to need care 

and attention. He was not mobile or flexible enough 

to give his feet proper care. I was only one of many 

people in Cranbrook and Kelowna (and a few other 

places) who gave his feet the therapy they needed. 

Certain lotions and remedies were a must, and the 

foot care became a liturgy in itself, even exceeding 

the ritual of making tea. Making his feet more 

comfortable became a time of greater fraternity, 

longer stories, recollections of diocesan history, and 

peculiar priests who served our parishes.  
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The occasion of disability and immobility was also 

an opportunity for genuine encounter. 

Just yesterday, our Holy Father Pope Leo wrote 

on The World Day of the Sick (11 February) about 

the importance not just of service but of encounter. 

Care-giving is not just about medical or physical 

care, but about the lingering encounter effected by an 

illness or disability, which then results in 

relationship. 

Pope Leo the 14th calls it the gift of encounter: 

the joy of offering closeness and presence. 

ñWe live immersed in a culture of speed, 

immediacy and haste ï a culture of ñdiscardò and 

indifference that prevents us from pausing along the 

way and drawing near to acknowledge the needs and 

suffering that surround us. In the parable, when the 

Samaritan saw the wounded man, he did not ñpass 

by.ò Instead, he looked upon him with an open and 

attentive gaze ï the very gaze of Jesus ï which led 

him to act with human and compassionate closeness. 

The Samaritan stopped, approached the man and 

cared for him personally, even spending his own 

money to provide for his needsé [Above all] he 

gave him his time. Jesus does not merely teach us 

who our neighbor is, but rather how to become a 

neighbor; in other words, how we can draw close to 

others. 

Love is not passive; it goes out to meet the 

other. Being a neighbor is not determined by physical 

or social proximity, but by the decision to love. This 

is why Christians become neighbors to those who 

suffer, following the example of Christ, the true 

divine Samaritan who drew near to a wounded 

humanity. These are not mere gestures of 

philanthropy, but signs through which we perceive 

that personal participation in anotherôs suffering 

involves the gift of oneself.ò [Pope Leo, 2026.02.11] 

What externally was just my poor imitation of 

a physical therapist brought Fr. Jim and me closer 

together with the stories and the memories. And he 

really loved the foot-massages. Let me tell you, itôs 

kind of hard work; he wondered why I ended the 

session so soon each time. 

 

With Fr. Jim, there were no short-cuts. He was 

a dedicated priest, with a work-ethic beyond the call, 

with an availability that knew no clock, and with a 

servantôs heart that made our Church and world a 

better place. He didnôt die as an assigned pastor in a 

parish, but we know that in his heart and prayer, his 

work boots were on.  His booming voice has gone 

silent, but in many ways we will certainly hear his 

voice echoing in our Church. 
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The West Kootenay Deanery (WKD), one of 

the four deaneries within the Diocese of Nelson, 

serves a diverse collection of parish communities 

spread across the southeastern and central Kootenay 

region. The Deanery is led by Fr Jojo Augustine, 

elected from among the priests, and includes each 

parish priest along with a secretary, a treasurer and 

a lay representative from every parish. The Deanôs 

office is located at the Cathedral of Mary 

Immaculate in Nelson, which also serves as the seat 

of the Bishop. 

The Deanery meets four times a year, rotating 

among its parishes. Each meeting begins with lunch 

before moving into discussions on diocesan 

policies, parish reports, emerging pastoral concerns 

and the coordination of major liturgical events. 

Among the annual tasks are preparing Advent and 

Lenten reconciliation schedules. The Deanery also 

plays a role in organizing major diocesan 

celebrations, including the Chrism Mass, the Rite of 

Election, Confirmation retreats, the Bishopôs Dinner 

and activities connected to the World Jubilee Year. 

Six active parishes form the heart of the West 

Kootenay Deanery: The Cathedral of Mary 

Immaculate in Nelson, St. Rita in Castlegar, Holy 

Trinity in Trail, Sacred Heart in Rossland, St. Ritaôs 

in Fruitvale and Sacred Heart in Grand Forks. The 

Deanery also supports mission communities in 

Slocan, New Denver, Kaslo, Procter, Salmo, 

Greenwood, Christina Lake, Fauquier and Nakusp, 

some of which operate only during the summer 

months.  

Geographically, the WKD encompasses some 

of British Columbiaôs most striking natural 

landscapes. Itôs parishes and mission churches are 

nestled among the Selkirk, Purcell, Monashee and 

Valhalla mountain rangesðcommunities shaped by 

deep mining roots, resilient settlement histories and  

a strong sense of identity. The region is also defined 

by major river systems, including the Columbia, 

Salmo, Granby and Kettle rivers, as well as well-

known lakes such as Kootenay, Arrow, Slocan, 

Nancy Greene and Christina Lake. From mountain 

towns to city parishes, the West Kootenay Deanery 

works to unify communities, accompany clergy, 

and strengthen the Churchôs life of faith across the 

region. 

 

Photo: Archives, Nelson Diocese, 1963 

tƘƻǘƻ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ²ƛƭŘƘƻǊǎŜ /ŀǘǎƪƛƛƴƎ ǘŜǊǊŀƛƴ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪŎƻǳƴπ

ǘǊȅ ǎƪƛƛƴƎ ŀǘ ¸ƳƛǊ ¸ǳǊǘǎΦ YƻƻǘŜƴŀȅǎ - ²ƛƪƛǘǊŀǾŜƭ  

Diocese of Nelson. *[Nelson Diocese Deanery Boundaries]* 

Nelson, BC, BC: Nelson Diocese Archive, 1999. 

 

https://wikitravel.org/en/Kootenays
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The house is quiet, except for the low hum of 

the furnace and the occasional creak of the pipes, as 

I reflect on the mission priests who transformed our 

Diocese. Their devotion carried the Gospel through 

bitter winters, scorching summers, and long 

stretches of scarcity. In their perseverance, they 

embodied the mysteries of the Liturgical Yearð

from Adventôs longing, Christmas joy, from Lenten 

sacrifice to Easter hope, and the steady fidelity of 

Ordinary Time. Their stories and unwavering love 

for the Church open a window into a past that 

continues to illuminate our lives and faith today. 

It is no surprise that the Lord has pressed on my 

heart a desire to look back at the history of our 

Diocese and recognize what God has done. He stirs 

in me a call to proclaim the Good News on lands 

shaped by generations of praiseðlands where the 

Acts of the Apostles were lived out by those who 

came before us. As I walk through the archives of 

time, I try to place my feet in the footprints of our 

early shepherds, though I know I lack the historical 

depth they carried so naturally. Yet through the 

magnifying lens of their lived holiness, I am 

beginning to see the Church with greater clarity.  

Bishop Emeritus Johnson said, ñThe missionaryôs 

trail is most interesting. It leads over high 

mountains, across deep valleys and along thrilling 

mountain roads. It leads one to vast stretches of 

virgin soilðto city, hamlet and ñGhostò towns. The 

end of the trail is immortal souls.  

Missionaries are lone warriors of Christ because 

they are generally unknown. This hidden life is not 

advantageous because it deprives them of the 

spiritual and material assistance with which 

generous, faithful hearts would overwhelm them 

were they informed of their problems and what is 

needed for a most fruitful and efficacious ministry.ò 

Johnson (1937) The Prospector 

As a diocese, our goal is to highlight each of these 

missions. However, the historical richness and 

unique beauty of every mission parish cannot be 

fully captured in a single issue. In the editions to 

come, we hope to explore their stories in greater 

depth. As we turn from the past to the present, we 

recognize that the same missionary spirit continues 

to build in us and our priests shape our communities 

today to build in us the body of Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every day they devoted themselves to meeting 

together in the temple area and to breaking bread in 

their homes. They ate their meals with exultation 

and sincerity of heart, praising God and enjoying 

favor with all the people. And every day the Lord 

added to their number those who were being saved. 

(Acts 2.46-47) 

With that in mind, we now introduce the parishes 

and missions of the West Kootenayðcommunities 

built on prayer, sacrifice and the quiet fidelity of 

those who carried the Word before us and continue 

to build the future of our diocese. 
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The missionary priests:  

Heart of the west kootenay  
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St. Rita Parish, Castlegar 

St. Mary Mission, Slocan 

Sacred Heart Mission, Kaslo 

Cathedral of Mary Immaculate, Nelson 

Sacred Heart Mission, Procter 

Sacred Heart Parish, Grand Forks 

Sacred Heart Mission, Greenwood 

Our Lady of the Lake Mission, Christina Lake 

Holy Trinity Parish, Trail 

St. Ritaôs Parish, Fruitvale 

Sacred Heart Mission, Salmo 

St. Anthony Mission, New Denver 

Sacred Heart Parish, Rossland 

St. John the Baptist Mission, Fauquier 

Our Lady of Lourdes, Nakusp 
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St. Ritaôs Parish Priest is Fr. Aaron de Dios. 

The city of Castlegar sits at the confluence of the 

Kootenay and Columbia rivers, nestled in the Selkirk 

Mountains halfway between Nelson and Trail. It has 

a rich and diverse history, shaped by Doukhobor 

(Russian) heritage and a strong Portuguese 

community.  

St. Rita Church, established in 1930 and 

named after St. Rita of Cascia, the 15th-century 

Italian ñSaint of the Impossible,ò was rebuilt in 2013 

after an arson fire. 

This circular church, featuring a hanging 

crucifix behind the altar, has a strong devotion to 

Our Lady, with processions for Our Lady of Fatima 

and Our Lady of Guadalupe. With Selkirk College 

nearby, the parish has a vibrant multicultural 

community that includes Russian, Portuguese, East 

Indian and Canadian families.  

St. Rita has an active Catholic Womenôs 

League, hosts annual teas, Knights of Columbus 

steak-and-lobster dinners, and supports Development 

and Peace, catechism and sacramental preparation, 

RCIA, and music ministry. Mass is celebrated on 

Saturdays at 5 p.m. and Sundays at 9 a.m. St. Rita 

Parish oversees missions in Slocan City and New 

Denver. 

St. Ritaôs Parish, established in 1930. Photo:  

St. Rita, Castlegar, BC. 2025 

Photo: St. Rita, Castlegar, BC. 2025 

St. Rita PARISH  

CASTLEGAR 
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St. Mary Mission, named in honor of the Blessed Virgin Mary, was established in 1923 near the 

cenotaph by Fr. A.L. McIntyre, who moved and renovated a community hall from nearby Brandon. 

Services are arranged through St. Rita Parish and vary throughout the year. 

St. Mary Chapel, Slocan City, B.C. Courtesy of  

The Diocese of Nelson Archives 

Mary, Mother of Priests 

Mary the Mother of Jesus, was with her Son during all His passion. She heard the cruel scourging, she 

had seen Him wearing the Crown of Thorns, and being mocked as a King; she too had met Him carrying 

His cross as a criminal. She accompanied Him and mounted Calvary with Him. She heard the cruel nails 

being driven through those loved hands and feet. (Unlike Hagar in the desert, Mary stays near her 

thirsting Son as He dies not at the foot of a tree, but nailed onto that tree). If Mary was near Christ during 

all His passion will she not remain near her missionary priests, her ñother Christsò during their passion? 

If Christ summoned His mother to suffer in His hour, can not the priest, ñanother Christ,ò summon his 

mother Mary, to suffer with him in his hour of trial? 

 

Yes and Mary will remain near her missionary priests, protecting and consoling them. These priests are 

martyrs for Christ and Mary is Queen of Martyrs. She did not undergo the pains of childbirth on Calvary 

for nothing. She will not, she cannot forget her sons in the mission fields. 
 

Source: The Prospector, Diocese of Nelson, November 26, 1937, Rev. Thomas P. Freney, Editor. 

St. Maryõs Mission 

Slocan  
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 St. Anthony Mission in New Denver lies on the eastern shore of Slocan and Arrow lakes at the mouth 

of Carpenter Creek, surrounded by the Selkirk Mountains. The town has a rich mining history, having 

served as a center for the regionôs mines and as a boat and stagecoach connection to Nakusp. It is home to 

one of nine Japanese Canadian Internment camps from the second World WarðNikkei Internment 

Memorial Centre, a National Historic Site featuring the Kohan Reflection Garden, a Japaneseðstyle garden 

honoring Canadians. The community also once housed a Doukhobor Residential School. St. Anthony Parish 

was founded in 1897, and in 1902 Fr Stephen C¹t® constructed a place of worship by fastening two houses 

together; the current building was completed in 1929. Mass is celebrated every Sunday at 11:30 a.m. 

St. Anthony Mission, New Denver, BC, founded in 1897.  

Fr. Steven C¹t®  constructed a place of worship, the current 

building was completed in 1929. 

Did you Know? (1938) 

1938 Memories: The Heart of St. Anthonyôs in the 

Little Things 

 

Looking back to 1938, this simple yet joy-filled evening 

revealed the true spirit of St. Anthonyôs mission 

community. Neighbors once gathered to share their 

time, talents, and homemade treasuresðreminding us 

that it was the small acts of generosity that held the 

parish together and helped its mission thrive. 

That November, the Altar Society of St. Anthonyôs 

Catholic Church held its annual bazaar in the New 

Denver Legion Hall. The event was both lively and 

successful, owing much to the quiet dedication of parish 

volunteers whose steady service brought the evening to 

life. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. Landervill headed the kitchen 

committee, while the always popular sewing and fancy 

work table was carefully managed by Mrs. A. T. Jeffery, 

Mrs. A. Schnoaeble, and Miss Florence Moss. Assisting 

throughout the hall were Mrs. C. Kennett, Mrs. S. 

Christopherson, and Miss R. Zadra. Mrs. DuMont 

created a colorful display of candy and home baking, 

and Miss R. DuMont organized the raffle featuring a 

bedspread, pillow slips, and a tablecloth. 

At the close of the bean supper, Miss Patty Greer drew 

the winning tickets. The bedspread was awarded to Mr. 

George McKean of Perryôs Siding; the pillow slips went 

to Mrs. A. L. Harris of New Denver; and the tablecloth 

to E. Peterson of Sandon. 

Source: The Prospector, Diocese of Nelson,  

December 2, 1938, Rev. Thomas P. Freney, Editor. 

St. Anthony Mission  

New Denver  
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The Rector of the Cathedral in Nelson is Fr. Jojo Augustine. The Cathedral of Mary Immaculate 

is a heritage site and the second-oldest original church structure in Nelson. Built almost entirely of 

wood, it features distinctive classical marble columns inside and out. The parish began as an oblate 

mission in 1898, where the first altar was a cookôs table from the Silver King Mine. 

The Cathedral hosts a wide range of ministries, including Development and Peace with Stations 

of the Cross, hospitality gatherings with monthly coffee after Mass, and social-justice initiatives such as 

a Lenten hunger meal. Other ministries include Knights of Columbus pancake breakfasts, scholarships, 

a menôs retreat, a widowsô support group, Habitat for Humanity involvement, Meals on Wheels, and a 

Citizen of the Year participation.  

The CWL provides funeral lunches, runs an annual bazaar, and supports St. Joseph School. 

Additional outreach includes the Dutch Harbour Summer Youth Camp, refugee support programs, 

catechism for children and adults, a renewal group, and music ministry. The Cathedral also oversees 

mission communities in Procter and Kaslo. 

tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎΥ /ŀǘƘŜŘǊŀƭ ƻŦ aŀǊȅ LƳƳŀŎǳƭŀǘŜΣ муфуΣ bŜƭǎƻƴΣ 

./ Σ 5ƛƻŎŜǎŜ ƻŦ bŜƭǎƻƴ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜǎΣ нлнп-нлнрΣ 5ƛƻŎŜǎŜ ƻŦ bŜƭǎƻƴ 

$ÉÄ ÙÏÕ +ÎÏ×ȩ ɉρωσχɊ 

Did you know that in 1937 the newly built Cathedral of Mary 

Immaculate was already the vibrant heart of the Nelson 

Catholic community? 

That year, the Cathedral hosted a remarkably solemn and 

beautifully attended Forty Hours Devotion, drawing people of 

all ages from across the diocese. 

According to The Prospectorðthe official diocesan newspaper at 

the timeðBishop Martin M. Johnson opened the devotion with 

a Missa Cantata, celebrated by Rev. Fr. OôBrien. After the Mass, 

the Blessed Sacrament was carried in procession around the 

Cathedral and placed on the throne of Exposition, where a 

Guard of Honour kept watch throughout the days that followed. 

Each morning, the Girlsô Choir of St. Josephôs Academy filled 

the Cathedral with the ñMass of the Angels,ò while the adult 

mixed choir led the music at Benediction each evening. Crowds 

gathered nightly to hear sermons focusing on the central place of 

the Eucharist in Christian lifeðmessages described at the time as 

deeply moving and beautifully delivered. 

Even in its earliest years, the Cathedral wasnôt just a buildingðit 

was alive with prayer, community, music, and devotion, just 

as it continues to be today. 

Source: The Prospector, Diocese of Nelson, December 10, 1937, 

Rev. Thomas P. Freney, Editor. 

Cathedral of mary immaculate  

Nelson  
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Sacred Heart Mission in Kaslo is the gateway to the majestic north end of Kootenay Lake. With about 

1,050 residents, Kaslo is a vibrant artisan community surrounded by holiday destinations like Crawford Bay, 

Riondel and Wynndel. It is also home to the SS Moyie, the worldôs oldest intact heritage passenger 

sternwheeler.  

Sacred Heart Church was built in 1893, serving the growing mining town and rebuilt in 1902ða 

period that included a pastoral visit from Fr. Jean-Baptiste C¹t® of Montreal, the famed ñwrestler-priestô 

whose brief ministry left a lasting impression in the community. The white wooden landmark with Gothic-

style windows served the community for more than a century and holds Mass on Sundays at 3 p.m. 

Sacred Heart Mission, Kaslo B.C. (originally built in 1893, this 

Church replaced it in 1902, Photo 1990s, Diocese of Nelson, B.C. 

Archives 

$ÉÄ ÙÏÕ +ÎÏ×ȩ ɉρωσχɊ 

Kaslo 

Father Sullivan, C.S.S.R., had a miraculous escape on a dangerous mountain road near Kaslo when his car 

skidded and nearly plunged 300 feet, saved only by two trees. Uninjured, the delay of three hours he continued his 

missionary travels throughout the Nelson Diocese with dedication.  

Missionaries Get Through Blizzards 

Despite heavy snowfall, storms, and snowslides, the Slocan missionaries kept every Mass appointment. After 

celebrating Pontifical High Mass at the Cathedral, Bishop Johnson drove through deep drifts to reach Kaslo for a 9 

a.m. Mass, where a beautifully prepared Church awaited  himða striking example of perseverance in harsh winter 

conditions. 

 

Source: The Prospector, Diocese of Nelson, December 31, 1937, Rev. Thomas P. Freney, Editor. 

Sacred heart mission  

Kaslo  
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Sacred Heart Mission in Procter holds services twice a month, on the first and third Sundays at 1 p.m.  

The quaint stone church has a steeple, and visitors cross a small bridge over the creek to reach it. A 

sanctuary lamp hangs inside, and the church once housed a pump organ.  

Sacred Heart Mission, Procter, B.C. 

Permission granted: Cathedral of Mary Immaculate, date unknown 

$ÉÄ ÙÏÕ +ÎÏ×ȩ ɉρωσχɊ 

In 1937, every mission in the Slocan district received Christmas Massðthe first Midnight Mass in over 40 years 

for some communities. Despite snowstorms, slides, and rugged mountain trails, priests travelled long distances 

after the Pontifical Mass in Nelson. 

Z The Bishop trekked alone with only basic tools to reach Kaslo for a 9 a.m. Mass. 

Z Father Sullivan, C.S.S.R. celebrated Midnight Mass in Nakusp, then continued to nearby missions and the 

mountain camps near Fruitvale. 

Z Father OôBrien travelled the long route to Ymir and then Salmo. 

Z Father Frenery celebrated Midnight Mass south of Slocan before heading to Castlegar for another Mass. 

 

A remarkable example of dedication that brought Christmas Mass to remote communities across the region. 

 

Source: The Prospector, Diocese of Nelson, December 24, 1937, Rev. Thomas P. Freney, Editor. 

Sacred heart mission  

procter  
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Sacred Heartôs Parish Priest is  

Fr. Ruben Buela. Grand Forks lies at the confluence 

of the Kettle and Granby rivers in the heart of 

Boundary Country. The community has had a strong 

Doukhobor (Russian) influence since the 1900s. This 

vibrant, active communityðknown for its low cost 

of living and strong sense of community spiritðis 

steeped in history, reflected in the extensive murals 

visible on walking tours throughout the town.  

 

In the summer, markets and live music concerts 

offer many opportunities to experience the blend of 

culture and nature. The oldest CPR station, built in 

1899, is located in west Grand Forks. Sacred Heart 

Church, established in 1901, has active ministries 

including the Knights of Columbus, catechism, 

music ministry, faith healing groups and a hospitality 

ministry that offers coffee and refreshments after 

Mass. Mass is celebrated on Saturdays at 5:30 p.m., 

Sundays at 9:30 a.m. and Fridays at 9 a.m. Sacred 

Heartôs missions are Christina Lake, and  

Greenwood. 

tƘƻǘƻǎΥ {ŀŎǊŜŘ IŜŀǊǘ tŀǊƛǎƘΣ DǊŀƴŘ CƻǊƪǎΣ ./  

CǊΦ wǳōŜƴ .ǳŜƭŀΦ  

Sacred heart parish  

Grand forks  
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Sacred Heart Mission in Greenwood is situated on Highway 3 and is Canadaôs smallest city, rich in 

mining history. As you drive through the community, youôll see the colorful quirky buildings that resemble a 

movie set, the Fort Greenwood RV Park with its fort-style fa­ade andðof courseða must-stop at the Copper 

Eagle Caf® for refreshments and something delicious to eat. Sacred Heart mission celebrates Mass on 

Sundays at 2 p.m. 

Sacred Heart Mission is celebrating their 125th anniversary this year. To read more about this historic 

and beloved mission, refer to page 30. 

 

{ŀŎǊŜŘ IŜŀǊǘ aƛǎǎƛƻƴΣ муфуΣ ŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ƻŦ DǊŜŜƴǿƻƻŘ aǳǎŜǳƳ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ 

/ƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴΥ tллрлп 

{ŀŎǊŜŘ IŜŀǊǘ tŀǊƛǎƘΣ DǊŜŜƴǿƻƻŘΣ ./Σ CǊΦ wǳōŜƴ 

.ǳŜƭŀ 

Sacred heart mission  

greenwood  
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Our Lady of the Lake Mission does not have full-time residents year-round; many families own summer 

cabins and return seasonally. The community sits on the southern edge of the province, bordered by the Kettle 

River valley and the Monashee Mountains. Known as the warmest tree-lined lake in Canada, it is warmed by 

geothermal activity and fed by clear mountain streams, making it a popular destination for water recreation. 

The lake was named after a M®tis woman, Christina McDonald. 

Our Lady of the Lake Mission celebrates Mass during the summer months in the community hall.  

¢ƻǇ tƘƻǘƻΥ tŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ƻŦΥ ƘǧǇǎΥκκŎƘǊƛǎǝƴŀƭŀƪŜƘŀƭƭΦŎŀκ 

.ƻǧƻƳ tƘƻǘƻ Υ /ƘǊƛǎǝƴŀ [ŀƪŜΣ .Φ/Φ tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκŎƻƳƳƻƴǎΦǿƛƪƛƳŜŘƛŀΦƻǊƎκǿƛƪƛκCƛƭŜΥ/ƘǊƛǎǝƴŀψƭŀƪŜψōŎΦƧǇƎΚǳǎŜƭŀƴƎҐŘŜ 

Our lady of the lake mission  

Christina lake  
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Our Lady of Lourdesô Parish Priest is  

Fr. Jim McHugh, who resides in Revelstoke. The 

Village of Nakusp is located south of the mouth of 

Kuskanax Creek on Upper Arrow Lake, nestled 

between the Selkirk and Monashee ranges. It is 

known for its nearby hot springsðfirst used by 

Indigenous peoples and later developed for public 

use in the early 20th centuryðand its picturesque 

lakeside mountain setting. The name Nakusp comes 

from a Sinixt word, possibly meaning ñthe bay 

behind the long point" or "closed-in/safe.ò 

When glaciers of the last ice age receded from 

Arrow Lakes, the Sinixt people were the first 

inhabitants. Their 10,000-year history is verified by 

archaeological and historical records. Finian 

McDonald was the non-indigenous man on Arrow 

lakes region. The first steamers arrived in 1865, 

followed by settlers in 1890, with the community 

beginning its documented history in 1892. 

Our Lady of Lourdes church was built in 

1904 and dedicated in 1905. This century-old, one-

storey wooden frame structure features a steep-

pitched roof, front gables, a central bell tower and 

Gothic Revival windows, and is still in use today. 

Over the years, it has undergone several 

renovations, including a new rectory, entranceway 

and altar, while maintaining the original priestôs 

residence. Mass is celebrated on Sundays at 4 p.m. 

and Mondays at 7 p.m. 

Nakuspôs Mission is St. John the Baptist in 

Fauquier. 

tƘƻǘƻǎΥ hǳǊ [ŀŘȅ ƻŦ [ƻǳǊŘŜǎ tŀǊƛǎƘ aƛǎǎƛƻƴΣ bŀƪǳǎǇΣ  .Φ/Φ  

CǊΦ WŀƳŜǎ aŎIǳƎƘΦ 

Our lady of Lourdes mission  

nakusp  
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St. John the Baptist Mission in Fauquier was built in Burton in 1926 and moved to its present location in 

the 1960ôs. It is a point of pride for the communityða landmark and the only non-residential heritage building 

in townðmaking it something of a showpiece. The Mass schedule is determined by the priest who resides in 

Revelstoke and depends on his ability to travel by ferry to Fauquier, which can be especially challenging 

during the winter months. 

tƘƻǘƻΣ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴ ǘƘŜ .ŀǇǝǎǘΣ aƛǎǎƛƻƴΣ CŀǳǉǳƛŜǊ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜǎΣ 

όмфннύΦ 

St. john the Baptist mission  

fauquier  
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Holy Trinityôs Parish Priest is Fr. Xaviour 

Chakku. Trail is nestled along the Columbia 

Riverðwhich flows all the way to Oregon in the 

United Statesðand is flanked by the Monashee 

Mountains to the west and the Selkirk Mountains to 

the east. The community was named after the 

historic Dewdney Trail, originally known as Trail 

Creek Landing, before being shortened to Trail in 

1897.  

Trail is home to a diverse cultural population, 

including a vibrant Filipino community and a 

strong, long-established Italian presence. The Italian 

heritage is reflected in longstanding institutions 

such as the Cristoforo Colombo Lodge (est 1905), 

the Italo-Canadese Hall, Piazza Colombo, the bocce 

facility, and the neighbourhood known as ñLittle 

Italyò in the Gulch. The Charles Baily Theatre also 

contributes to the cityôs cultural life, hosting 

international performing artists and touring 

productions. Trail additionally operates a regional 

airport with direct flights to Vancouver. 

Holy Trinity Church, established in 2013 

through the amalgamation of St. Anthony in the 

Gulch, St. Francis in Trail, and St. Joseph in 

Warfield, honours the Holy TrinityðGod the 

Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. The 

altar with its three pillars, the entrance columns, the 

ambo, and the baptismal font are all crafted from 

marble sourced from Kelowna. Outside stands the 

iconic bell originally from St. Anthony Church in 

the Gulch. 

Holy Trinity Church, Trail, B.C.. The top photo is the original 

bell from St. Anthony Church.  

Holy trinity parish  

trail  



 нс 

Holy Trinity is a vibrant parish with ministries 

spanning faith formation, pastoral care, outreach, 

cultural events, and community service.  These 

include catechism and RCIA, hospital and home 

visits, CWL and Knights of Columbus activities, 

food bank support, music ministry, the Ecumenical 

Advent Festival, and a peace garden. 

 

Driving 15 minutes up Rossland Hill, you 

pass the small municipality of Warfieldðknown for 

its unique ñMickey Mouse housesò built in the 

1930sðalong with the Mountain View Cemetery 

and its mausoleum. Continuing beyond the 

Redstone Golf Course, Les Furber design that once 

featured a hole accessed by a T-bar pulley system, 

you arrive at the mountain town of Rossland. 

Photo: Peace Garden, Holy Trinity Church, Trail, B.C.  

Holy Trinity Parish Trail continuedé. 






























































